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Abstract

This study presents a Systematic Literature Review (SLR) of Malaysia’s
Halal industry, focusing on research papers indexed in the Scopus
database. Research on Malaysia’s Halal industry is important due to its
strategic economic and global significance. However, there is a limited
systematic review that identifies the most and least examined topics
within the Malaysian Halal industry. By examining the most discussed
topics and sectors, researchers could explore in depth the key issues in
the respective sector. The prior studies selected were conducted between
2020, after the issuance of the latest guidelines on Halal, which are the
Malaysian Halal Management System and Manual Procedure for
Malaysian Halal Certification, and 2025. This study conducted a
thematic analysis using qualitative methods by utilizing ATLAS.ti
software version 24. This software helps researchers manage and code
data systematically from prior literature. The analysis demonstrates that
the leading journals publishing research on the Halal industry are the
Journal of Fatwa Management and Research and Food Research. The
food and beverage industry is the most popular area of research on the
Halal industry, and most research focuses on themes related to policy,
regulation, and authorities. We also identified several key issues related
to this popular Halal industry, including the lack of human capital and
overlapping regulations. This analysis provides a comprehensive
overview for scholars, practitioners, and policymakers. The findings will
provide a clearer overview of existing attention and research gaps for
future research. It will also help future researchers identify
underexplored areas and determine which aspects of the Halal ecosystem
require further investigation. Future studies may examine in detail the
opportunities and challenges in Malaysia’s Halal food and beverage
industry, as it is the most popular industry discussed in Halal-related
research.

Keywords: Foods and beverages, Malaysias halal industry, Policy,
Regulations, Systematic literature review
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INTRODUCTION

Currently, the demand for Halal products and services globally presents a growing trend
from year to year. This trend corresponds with the significant Muslim population worldwide,
estimated at approximately 1.9 billion in 2023, constituting 25% of the global population
(Dinar Standard, 2023). Projections suggest this number will further increase to 2.2 billion by
2030. In addition, based on the Global Islamic Economy Indicator, the Muslim community
alone spent USDI1.4 trillion on Halal products in 2023 (Dinar Standard, 2023). The significant
growth of the Halal industry has increased its economic significance to Malaysia. The Halal
industry contributes approximately 10 percent to Malaysia’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP),
highlighting its strategic importance to the country (Salahuddin et al., 2021).

For Muslim consumers, compliance with Halal requirements is a religious obligation. In
contrast, for non-Muslim consumers, Halal requirements are associated with higher standards
of hygiene and safety in products and services (Mohamed Bashir, 2020). In parallel with the
rise of the global Muslim population, the Halal industry has developed into a critical economic
sector for many countries, particularly those with Muslim-majority populations. At the same
time, increasing participation from Muslim-minority countries in the global Halal market has
escalated competition (Zulfakar et al., 2019). In this context, Malaysia must ensure that its
Halal certification remains credible and competitive. Accordingly, scholarly research on
Malaysia’s Halal industry is essential to examine its practical and institutional implications in
ensuring the Halal industry’s continued development.

Historically, Malaysia’s government has established Department of Islamic Development
Malaysia (JAKIM) since 1970 to monitor Halal certification in Malaysia. The establishment of
JAKIM initially served as guidance for Muslim consumers in choosing products that comply
with Halal standards, with the concept of Halalan Toyyiban. This is because before the
existence of JAKIM, there was a lot of confusion among Muslims, representing the majority
community in Malaysia, in distinguishing products that comply with Halalan Toyyiban and
others. This confusion is mainly due to the absence of a Halal certificate for guidance (Abdullah
et al., 2021). Multiple agencies participate in the development and compliance of Halal
industries in Malaysia directly and indirectly. This includes the Department of Veterinary
Services, the Department of Standards, the Malaysia Halal Development Corporation, and the
Royal Malaysian Customs Department. These agencies are under a few ministries, namely the
Ministry of Investment, Trade, and Industry, the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security, the
Ministry of Domestic Trade, Cooperative, and Consumerism, and the Ministry of Health
(Ahmad et al., 2018).

In 2020, JAKIM, as the main regulator, introduced new Halal guidelines, namely the Malaysian
Halal Management System and Manual Procedure of Malaysia Halal Certification, to replace
the older version (JAKIM, 2020). Both guidelines must be understood together with the
Malaysian Standard of Halal Food General Requirement, fatwas, laws, and regulations related
to the Halal requirements and certification in Malaysia. Any company engaged in Malaysia’s
Halal industry should comply with all guidelines both during the application for the Halal
certificate and after receiving the Halal certificate (JAKIM, 2020). Since Halal compliance is
related to the execution of Islamic teachings, it might be assumed that companies owned by
Muslims as a majority community dominate the Halal industry in Malaysia. However, JAKIM,
through a 2023 report, presents an opposing picture. The report indicates that nearly 70 percent,
or approximately 160,000 out of a total of 230,000 products with Halal certifications in
Malaysia, are manufactured by non-Muslim-owned companies. Meanwhile, the remaining
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products belong to Muslim-owned companies (Ahmad Halimy, 2023). It also reveals that less
than 40 percent of Muslim owners are interested in investing in obtaining a Halal certificate,
compared to non-Muslim owners, who demonstrate greater awareness of the importance of the
Halal certificate in ensuring products meet the required Halal standards for Muslim consumers
(Ahmad Halimy, 2023). This trend is also attributed to the limited involvement of Muslim-
owned companies in Malaysia’s economy and business sector. Hence, a proper study should be
conducted to ensure every company in Malaysia does not miss the opportunity of this growing
trend.

Research on Malaysia’s Halal industry is important due to its strategic economic and global
significance. As one of the key countries in the Halal industry, Malaysia, through its principal
agency, JAKIM, has developed Halal frameworks, supported by various agencies that
collectively monitor and enforce Halal governance. Moreover, Malaysia’s policy initiatives,
including the Pelan Induk Industri Halal 2030 (PIIH), illustrate the government’s long-term
dedication to strengthening the Halal ecosystem and positioning Malaysia as a leading Halal
hub. It is also important for academic researchers to play a critical role in examining practices,
identifying governance challenges, and providing evidence-based insights that can enhance
policy development and industry practices within the Halal industry. Hence, this study will
review prior research on Malaysia’s Halal industry. Through a systematic literature review, the
study identifies the most and least examined topics within the Malaysian Halal context. The
findings will provide a clearer overview of the existing attention by researchers and research
gaps for future research. It will also help future researchers identify underexplored areas and
determine which aspects of the Halal ecosystem require further investigation.

LITERATURE REVIEW
Influence of Religion on Halal

A Guthrie (1996) defined religion as a belief and idea that there is an involvement of
superhuman powers in our lives. This is supported by another study by McCutcheon (2018),
which mentioned that religion is important in addressing human anxiety when people encounter
a problem with no solution. Schilbrack (2013) added that the main focus of religion is to unite
those who believe in the same God into a single unified community. Nye (2004) offered the
opposite opinion by highlighting that religion is heavily involved in people and cultures, and
that religion extends beyond a mere belief. This significant involvement is mainly observed in
traditional religions such as Islam, Christianity, and Judaism. For example, these traditional
religions contributed to the advancement of knowledge related to the sense of humanity,
architecture, politics, the economy, and other human activities from ancient centuries until the
current modern world. The incredible achievements made by all these religion-related leaders
are believed to be motivated by the religious scriptures (Tiliouine & Estes, 2015). These
examples imply that religion is not just a belief. Rather, it contributes to the daily activities of
human beings.

Regardless of the diversity of opinion from the previous studies, every Muslim should believe
that Islam is not just a religion. Instead, it is a way of life. Schielke (2010) interpreted the way
of life as living in a way that ensures daily practices make sense with the teachings of Islam.
Based on Islamic scripture, Islam has outlined the principles that every Muslim should follow
in any action they take. Every Muslim’s compliance with these principles is essential to ensure
that each of them has a holistic view when submitting to the commandments of Allah. There
are five principles known as Magqasid Shariah that should be fulfilled by every Muslim in any
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action taken: protection of faith, protection of life, protection of intellect, protection of lineage,
and protection of wealth (Gunardi et al., 2022).

Chapra (2008) explained that these five principles promote the well-being of the human being
regardless of religion, race, and nationality. Religion-related leadership must ensure that the
application of Maqasid Shariah is not limited to Muslims. It can also serve as a reference for
non-Muslims as a consideration of any action planned. This ensures the sustainability of a good
environment and the development of a better quality of life for human beings in the country
(Malik, 2015). To describe the quality of life, it can be summarized into four main elements of
health: physical, mental, social, and functional health (Cai et al., 2021). While physical health
refers to diseases that can be diagnosed through any medical technology, mental health is more
related to psychological disorders that sometimes are not even aware of by the individual
themselves. Social health and functional health are highly related to self-care and interaction
within the community. It is considered an external factor that contributes to a person’s quality
of life. There is a positive relationship between the standard quality of life and the quality of
health. Islam, through its main scripture, the Quran, has its own solution to address the issue
of poor health quality. The Quran mentions in Surah Al-Baqgarah (2), verse 168:

“O humanity! Eat from what is lawful and good on the earth and do not follow Satan's
footsteps. He is truly your sworn enemy.”

The Quran also mentions in Surah Al-Maidah (5), verse 88:

“Eat of the good, lawful things provided to you by Allah. And be mindful of Allah in
Whom you believe.”

Islam has promoted health through the concept of Halalan Toyyiban, which translates to clean,
safe, and nutritious (Mustaffa, 2019). It applies to foods and beverages, as well as to any
services and products distributed to consumers, especially the Muslim community, including
medicine and cosmetics. The implementation of policies to enhance product quality standards
to meet the status of Halalan Toyyiban is not new globally. Many countries, including minority
Muslim countries, offer Halal certificates to ensure that products are safe to use and consume.
Australia is an example of a majority non-Muslim country that leads in the global market of
Halal agricultural products (Zulfakar et al., 2019). Malaysia’s neighboring country, Thailand,
which has less than 5 percent Muslims, is also the largest exporter of Halal foods and products
in Southeast Asia. South Africa, another majority non-Muslim country, is also a main exporter
of Halal products in the African region. Although there is still a cynical opinion on Halal
products and services by non-Muslims as it is highly associated with Islam, the demand for
Halal products by consumers remains on the rise even in a non-Muslim majority country
(Ramli et al., 2023). People from these countries believe in the hygiene and safety of the
products that comply with the Halal standards (Mohamed Bashir, 2020).

Halal Industry in Malaysia

One of the important industries that supports the national economy, especially in a
Muslim-majority country, is the Halal industry (Cucu, 2020). The Halal industry in Malaysia
can be classified into two sectors: the core sectors and the emerging sectors. The categorization
of sectors is based on their ripple impact on other industries, often demonstrated by final
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demand (Koskela et al., 2013). Core sectors refer to sectors that have already matured in the
Malaysian Halal market, such as foods and beverages, cosmetics, and pharmaceuticals. Hassan
et al. (2021) classified Islamic finance as one of the core sectors of the Halal industry in
Malaysia. However, the World Bank in 2022 highlighted that a well-established sector such as
Islamic finance, which operates with comprehensive guidelines, is considered to be at a higher
level of maturity compared to other sectors of the Halal industry, which may require more
government supervision and guidance. Despite this, the discussion of the Halal industry in
Malaysia does not include the Islamic finance industry.

The emerging sector is a developing economic sector that increasingly incorporates Halal
standards into its operations, such as fashion, tourism, and medical. These core sectors are
expected to have demand in Malaysia’s Halal market amounting to USD101.6 billion, while
the emerging sector has a demand of USDI11.7 billion (Corporation, 2020). The current
Malaysian Ringgit contribution by the Halal industry to the Malaysian economy proves that
the Halal industry has a bright future in Malaysia. The constant development of innovation, a
supportive environment and continuous commitment from the government are the key factors
that have contributed to the growth of this industry in Malaysia. The Halal industry has
demonstrated significant growth due to increasing demand from Muslim consumers and
awareness of Halal among non-Muslims. As one of the leading countries in the Halal industry,
Malaysia plays a significant role in shaping the path of this industry globally. Statistics reported
by Halal Development Corporation in 2021 revealed that Malaysia is one of the countries that
provides the main guidance for the Halal industry globally. To support the growth of this
industry, the government has announced Pelan Induk Industri Halal 2030 (PIIH) in 2023 to
enhance the Halal ecosystem in Malaysia (Zakaria et al., 2022). The announcement of PIHH is
crucial as a continuous support by the government. PIHH highlighted the key enablers for this
Halal industry, such as technology, talent development, standards, and access to Islamic
financing. Malaysia’s role as a main guide should be supported by the significant contribution
of publications by Malaysian researchers. Hence, this study aims to explore publications related
to Malaysia’s Halal industry.

METHODOLOGY

A systematic literature review was adopted in this study based on the PRISMA checklist
(Page et al., 2022) to explore prior studies on Malaysia’s halal industry. This method enables
researchers to gain a comprehensive understanding of prior studies. It also facilitates the
process of identifying research gaps within the context of the study. This method guides
researchers to collect, review, and synthesize research input scientifically to ensure the research
findings are highly informative (Paul & Barari, 2022). In this study, the Scopus database is the
only data source. The database was selected as it is widely recognized as an accredited
academic database that provides one of the most comprehensive journal sources covering
multidisciplinary academic research (Alam et al., 2025).

This study begins with the collection of prior studies from the Scopus database. The keyword
“Halal” was chosen, followed by the application of additional inclusion criteria to ensure that
the selected studies were situated within the Malaysian context. Publications were limited to
those from the year 2020 onwards to ensure research was conducted after the introduction of
the latest Halal guidelines. Relevant articles were then subjected to a review process involving
a detailed examination of their content, with greater focus on the results and discussion
sections. The findings derived from this analysis were subsequently synthesized into a set of

262




Journal of Fatwa Management and Research | Jurnal Pengurusan dan Penyelidikan Fatwa | &goedls (s gl 8y13) Al
September 2026 [Vol. 31 No.3 | ISSN: 2232-1047 | eISSN: 0127-8886

themes, which are presented in the following chapter. The process of collecting, reviewing, and
synthesizing prior studies has been summarized below in a flow diagram as Figure 1:

Figure 1: Flow diagram of the methodology

Collecting
. Search Field - . Language -
Topic - Halal Article title Time - From 2020 English

NS

Reviewing

Full text articles emphasizing results and discussion section.

NS

Synthesizing

Relevant input has been coded into several themes using qualitative methodology
by utilising software ATLAS.ti version 24.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

According to the Scopus database, only 23 studies related to Halal in Malaysia were
published between 2020 and 2025, as presented in Table 1. This section categorizes these
publications by year, journal, and institutional affiliation. It then discusses the classification of
research themes and the key issues highlighted in prior studies on the Halal industry.

Table 1: List of prior studies
Title Source
Exploring Internationalization Strategy of Higher Education (Jamil et al., 2020)
Institutions and Halal Food Ecosystem in Malaysia

The Challenges Faced by Halal Certification Authorities in (Muhammad et al., 2020)
Managing Halal Certification Process in Malaysia

Cultured Meat as Halalan Toyyiban Food: A Maqasid (Reza Adnan et al., 2021)
Review in Preservation of Life (Hifz An-Nafs)

Creating Innovation in Achieving Sustainability: Halal- (Jaafar et al., 2021)
Friendly and Sustainable Port

An Overview of Budu Production in Kelantan from Halal (Shoid et al., 2022)
Aspects and Policy Aspects

Three-Dimensional Printed Food Products from Halal (Roslin et al., 2022)
Forensic Perspective: A Preliminary Review
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Forensic Determination of Ethanol in Import and Local (Baharuddin et al., 2022)
Prepared Vinegar for Halal in Accordance with Shafi’i

School Jurisprudence

Perspective of Gravity Model Towards Halal Export:  (Abdul Rahim et al., 2022)
Conceptual Study

Spent Brewer Yeast Status in Halal Food Industry: Analysis  (S. N. H. Ramli et al., 2022)
from Shariah and Science Perspectives

Combined Task Force Between the Local Authorities and (Abdul Aziz et al., 2022)
JAKIM To Control Halal Food Premises in Malaysia: A
Proposal

Conceptual Framework of a Unified Legal Control of Halal (Sahari et al., 2022)
Meat Import for Sustainable Halal Industry in Malaysia

Meat Cartels and Manipulation of Halal Certification in  (Abdul Halim et al., 2023)
Malaysia

Gelatin in Halal Pharmaceutical Product (Anuar et al., 2023)

Application of FMEA Method in Halal Risk Determination (M. H. Ramli et al., 2024)
on Halal Poultry Slaughtering Operation

Integrating Tayyib Principles in Halal Health Products and (Nordin et al., 2024)
Services: Holistic Consumerism Approach

Acceptance of Gig Economy as a Source of Halal Income (Jusoh & Anuar, 2024)
Among Muslim Graduates

The Influence of Islamic Consumerism Principles and the (Omar et al., 2024)
Magqasid Daruriyyah Framework on Halal Product
Innovation in Malaysia

Fostering Halal Awareness in The National Pre-School (Pauzi et al., 2024)
Standard Curriculum in Malaysia: A Preliminary Study

The Application of Tort Law in Addressing Issues in Halal (Naimat et al., 2024)
Pharmaceutical Products: Safeguarding Consumer Rights

Halal Issue in Blood Plasma-Based Food Products (Rosele et al., 2025)
Integrating Halal Management Systems and Control Points (Khamnurak et al., 2025)
in Poultry Processing: A Transnational Compliance Case

from Thailand to Malaysia

Halal Awareness in Contemporary Muslim Societies: A (Alam et al., 2025)
Systematic Review of Scopus-Indexed Studies
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The Role and Responsibilities of Halal Executives in Food (Nasri et al., 2025)
Manufacturing in Malaysia: Qualitative Study

Publications by Year, Journal, and Academic Affiliation

The number of publications of the prior studies related to Halal in Malaysia has been
categorized as presented in the figure and tables below:

Figure 2: Publication by year
Publication by year

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

S = N W A~ U0 &N O 0

B Number of publication

Based on Figure 2, the year 2022 recorded the highest number of studies on the Halal industry
in Malaysia, with seven publications. This represents 30 percent of all studies conducted over
the past six years. The second-highest number was observed in 2024, with six publications.
However, the number of studies declined to four in 2025. Over the six-year period, three years
(2020, 2021, and 2023) recorded only two publications each. The leading journals publishing
research on the Halal industry are the Journal of Fatwa Management and Research and Food
Research, with each contributing six publications. Together, these two journals represented 52
percent of all studies conducted over the past six years. They are followed by the Malaysian
Journal of Syariah and Law and the Global Journal Al-Thaqafah, with four and three
publications, respectively. Other journals, such as the Journal of Sustainability, Asia Pacific
Journal of Educators and Education, Journal of World Poultry Research, and IITUM Law
Journal, each contributed only one publication on the Halal industry during the last six years.
The Journal of Fatwa Management and Research has emerged as a popular publication in the
Halal context, as it is managed by the Institute of Halal and Fatwa at Universiti Sains Islam
Malaysia. The institute focuses on issues related to fatwa and Halal, aiming to enhance
knowledge and provide guidance for the benefit of the public. The data on publications by
journal are as per Table 2 below:

265




Malaysia’s Halal Industry: A Systematic Review of Scopus-Indexed Studies

Table 2: Publication by journal

Journal Number of Publications Percentage (%)
Journal of Fatwa Management and Research 6 26.1
Food Research 6 26.1
Malaysian Journal of Syariah and Law 4 17.4
Global Journal Al-Thaqafah 3 13.2
Journal of Sustainability 1 4.3
Asia Pacific Journal of Educators and 1 4.3
Education
Journal of World Poultry Research 1 4.3
ITUM Law Journal 1 4.3
23 100
Table 3: Publication by academic affiliation
Academic Affiliation Number of Researchers Percentage (%)
Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM) 14 219
Universiti Islam Antarabangsa Malaysia 10 15.6
(ITUM)
Universiti Sains Islam Malaysia (USIM) 9 14.1
Universiti Malaya (UM) 8 12.3
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia (UTM) 5 7.8
Universiti Sultan Zainal Abidin (UNISZA) 5 7.8
Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM) 3 4.7
Kolej Universiti Islam Perlis (KUIP) 3 4.7
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM) 3 4.7
Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM) 1 1.6
Universiti Pertahanan Nasional Malaysia 1 1.6
(UPNM)
Universiti Utara Malaysia (UUM) 1 1.6
Asia Pacific University of Technology (APU) 1 1.6
64 100

Based on Table 3, the contribution of USIM to research in the Halal industry extends beyond
the role of the Institute of Halal and Fatwa as a publisher; it is further reflected in the
participation of USIM researchers. It constitutes 14 percent of researchers involved in Halal-
related publications over the past six years. In total, 64 researchers have contributed to studies
in the Halal industry. The top three academic affiliations, which together represent 51 percent
of the researchers, are institutions that have their own Halal research institutes. UiTM has the
Halal Institute under the Malaysia Institute of Transport (MITRANS), [IUM operates the
International Halal Institute (INHART), and USIM has the Institute of Halal and Fatwa
(IFFAH). The presence of these specialized institutes is a key factor contributing to their highest
number of publications in Halal research.
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Research Themes and Citation
The thematic classification of the selected studies was conducted using the Atlas.ti 24
software. All 23 prior studies were systematically coded to identify the key themes addressed

within the existing literature, as presented in the table below:

Table 4: Research themes

Halal Industry Themes No of Publication

Foods and beverages Policy, regulation, and authorities 7
Islamic principles 5

Micro and macro economy 1

Pharmaceutical Policy, regulation, and authorities 1
Islamic principles 1

Poultry Risk management 2
Healthcare Islamic principles 1
General Micro and macro economy 2
Awareness 2

Sustainability 1
23

As summarized in Table 4, four major Halal-related industries were discussed in prior studies.
Among these, the Halal food and beverage industry was the most popular, highlighted by 13
publications. It is more than half of all studies reviewed over the past six years. This was
followed by the pharmaceutical and poultry industries, with each represented by two
publications. Additionally, five out of 23 studies discussed the Halal industry in Malaysia more
generally. Across these studies, the most frequently discussed topic concerns policies,
regulations, and authorities. This theme appears in research on two Halal industries, namely
the food and beverage industry and the pharmaceutical industry, with a total of eight
publications. The second most prominent theme is Islamic principles. This theme has been
addressed in six publications. These two themes represent 61 percent of the analyzed studies.
The theme of policy, regulation, and authorities is the most popular theme within the Scopus
database and the most widely cited research theme. This theme has a total of 118 citations
across published journals in the last six years. This is followed by the theme of Islamic
principles, which has received 50 citations.

In particular, discussions related to policy, regulation, and authorities are mostly discussed
within the food and beverage industry, while studies addressing Islamic principles are primarily
discussed in the pharmaceutical industry. An interesting finding concerns the sustainability
theme in the Halal industry. Although only one publication focuses on the sustainability theme,
it has received a comparatively high number of citations, with 31 in total. This makes it the
theme with the highest average citation count per publication. The details of the citation count
by other studies are presented in Table 5 below:
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Table 5: Citation by other studies

Halal Industry Themes No of Citation
Foods and beverages Policy, regulation, and authorities 115
Islamic principles 24
Micro and macro economy 10
Pharmaceutical Policy, regulation, and authorities 3
Islamic principles 26
Poultry Risk management 4
Healthcare Islamic principles 5
General Micro and macro economy 4
Awareness 2
Sustainability 31

Key Issues in Malaysia Halal Food and Beverage Industry — Policy, Regulation, and
Authority

As one of the most popular studies in the context of Malaysia, this study explores the
key issues discussed in the Malaysian Halal food and beverage industry, specifically the theme
of policy, regulation, and authority.

Lack of Human Capital

There is insufficient human capital with expertise in Halal principles and rulings. This shortage
affects both Halal-certified companies and the authorities responsible for enforcing Halal
compliance (Muhammad et al., 2020). One of the primary contributing factors is the limited
Halal-related courses offered by higher learning institutions. As the demand for Halal products
and services continues to grow, the shortage of enforcement officers impacts the effectiveness
of the execution activities by various authorities (Muhammad et al., 2020). Since the
appointment of government officers is centralized under the Public Service Department,
frequent staff restructurings occur within relevant departments or agencies. Consequently,
experienced officers are often transferred to other departments and replaced by new officers
who possess limited experience in Halal enforcement (Abdul Aziz et al., 2022). Training these
new officers becomes challenging in the absence of adequate support and mentorship from
experienced officers (Abdul Aziz et al., 2022). To address the shortage of officers, authorities
such as JAKIM have employed contract employees to support permanent enforcement officers.
However, this approach has subsequently contributed to a higher rate of poor competency in
Halal compliance among enforcement officers (Muhammad et al., 2020).

In the context of Halal-certified companies, the management of the company is also struggling
with the lack of manpower. As technology continues to advance within the food and beverage
industry, the need for Halal executives to develop standard operating procedures that comply
with Halal requirements has become increasingly critical. However, an inadequate number of
Halal executives limits their capacity to perform their responsibilities effectively. The
engagement between Halal-certified companies and authorities is important (Nasri et al., 2025).
However, the shortage of enforcement officers has resulted in delays when Halal executives
seek guidance or responses on specific issues from authorities. Both issue on the limited
manpower within authorities and Halal certified companies has increase the risk of Halal
certified companies towards Halal non-compliance (Muhammad et al., 2020; Nasri et al.,
2025).

268




Journal of Fatwa Management and Research | Jurnal Pengurusan dan Penyelidikan Fatwa | &goedls (s gl 8y13) Al
September 2026 [Vol. 31 No.3 | ISSN: 2232-1047 | eISSN: 0127-8886

Overlapping Regulations

There is an absence of a single Act for Halal compliance, which requires the involvement of
multiple authorities (Sahari et al., 2022). In fact, the Department of Islamic Development
Malaysia (JAKIM), as the primary regulatory body, does not have absolute authority over Halal
compliance. Furthermore, there is an argument that the current guidelines and checklist from
JAKIM are not comprehensive (Muhammad et al., 2020). Instead, it needs support from various
authorities such as State Islamic Religious Departments, State Islamic Religious Councils, the
Ministry of Domestic Trade and Cost of Living, the Ministry of Health, and the Royal
Malaysian Customs Department (Sahari et al., 2022). In the Malaysian Halal context, the
authorities involved are across various levels of government, including federal, regional, and
local authorities (Abdul Aziz et al., 2022). At the federal level, several regulations are used for
the enforcement of Halal standards within Malaysia’s food and beverage industry, such as the
Trade Descriptions Act 2011, Malaysian Halal Management System, Manual Procedure for
Malaysian Halal Certification, Food Act 1983, Food Regulations 1985, and Food Hygiene
Regulations 2009, among others. These regulations fall under the jurisdiction of different
authorities (Sahari et al., 2022; Abdul Halim et al., 2023), creating a grey area regarding the
limits of responsibilities among them (Abdul Aziz et al., 2022).

There are also inconsistencies in policies across the various authorities involved in Halal
governance. These inconsistencies arise from differences in operational procedures and
regulatory requirements. As a result, policies are often poorly coordinated, which leads to
frequent miscommunication during enforcement activities (Sahari et al., 2022). Information
sharing between regulatory bodies is important to improve enforcement efficiency. However,
certain information has been classified as confidential, which limits the extent to which
regulatory bodies can share data with one another. Although such confidentiality measures are
intended to prevent the leakage of sensitive information to third parties, they have negatively
impacted collaboration among authorities. The lack of transparent and systematic information
sharing across authorities has disrupted the enforcement execution. This results in enforcement
inefficiencies and creates confusion among the public. As a result, enforcement execution may
appear chaotic and uncoordinated, which presents a negative image to the public (Sahari et al.,
2022). In the long term, these issues contribute to declining public trust and confidence (Abdul
Aziz et al., 2022; Abdul Halim et al., 2023). In conclusion, without systematic policy
harmonization and improved inter-agency communication mechanisms, the effectiveness of
Halal enforcement will remain inefficient, and the credibility of the entire Halal regulatory
body may be compromised (Sahari et al., 2022).

CONCLUSION

The demand for Halal products and services in Malaysia continues to increase,
reflecting increasing global awareness of Halal standards. For Muslim consumers, Halal
compliance is a religious obligation. In contrast, non-Muslim consumers often associate Halal
certification with higher standards of hygiene and safety. This growth highlights the need for
more academic publications to examine the practical and institutional implications of ensuring
the Halal industry’s continued development. This study identifies that, between 2020 and 2025,
a total of 23 publications related to Malaysia’s Halal industry were published in the Scopus
database. Among the key themes, policy, regulation, and authorities within the Halal foods and
beverages sector emerged as the most popular topics examined. This topic also attracted the
closest scholarly attention with 115 citations over the five-year period. Furthermore, the
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analysis highlights recurring issues within this topic, particularly the lack of human capital and
the presence of overlapping regulations.

These findings provide a consolidated reference point for scholars, practitioners, and
policymakers. Future studies may explore in detail the opportunities and challenges in
Malaysia’s Halal food and beverage industry, as it is the most popular industry discussed in

Halal-related research.

DECLARATION

Acknowledgements

The authors would like to express sincere gratitude to
Politeknik Mukah and International Islamic University
Malaysia for their continuous support in academic
administration throughout the completion of this research.

Authors' contributions

Muhammad Najib Mohd Amin: Conceptualization,
methodology, analysis and investigation. Zamzulaila
Zakaria & Nor Hafizah Zainal Abidin: Review and
supervision. All author(s) read and approved the final
manuscript

Data Availability
All data generated or analysed during this study are included

Competing Interest
The author(s) declare that they have no competing interests.

Ethics Approval

This study was approved by IIUM Research Ethics
Committee under reference number IREC-2026-1200.
Informed consent was obtained from all participants
involved in the study.

Use of Artificial Intelligence
Al was used solely to assist with language editing. All

in this published article. content, analysis, arguments, and conclusions were
reviewed, verified, and approved by the author(s), who

remain fully responsible for the final manuscript.

REFERENCES

Abdul Aziz, N., Sulaiman, S. S., Roslan, M. A., Ku Yusof, K. M. A. A., & Abdul Raof, N.
(2022). Combined Task Force Between The Local Authorities And JAKIM To Control
The Halal Food Premises In Malaysia: A Proposal. Journal of Fatwa Management and
Research, 27(2-SE), 107—-120. https://doi.org/10.33102/jfatwa.vol27no2-se.487

Abdul Halim, M. A., Hassan, M. S., Ali, H. M., Zahir, M. Z. M., & Murjiyanto, R. (2023). Meat
Cartels and Their Manipulation of Halal Certification in Malaysia. [IUM Law Journal,
31(1), 167-188. https://doi.org/10.31436/iiumlj.v31iS1.879

Abdul Rahim, R. T., Muhammad Zuki, M. F., & Md Noor, N. S. (2022). Perspective of Gravity
Model Towards Halal Export: A Conceptual Study. Journal of Fatwa Management and
Research, 27(2), 56-67.

Abdullah, M. A., Zakaria, Z., Buang, A. H., & Ismail, S. Z. (2021). Halal Certification in
Malaysia: An Analysis of Its History and Development. Journal of Shariah Law
Research, 6(February), 235-272.

Ahmad, A. N., Ungku Zainal Abidin, U. F., Othman, M., & Abdul Rahman, R. (2018).
Overview of the Halal Food Control System in Malaysia. Food Control, 90, 352-363.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foodcont.2018.02.035

Ahmad Halimy, N. N. (2023, June 12). Non-Muslim companies dominate halal certification
ownership in M’sia, reveals Jakim data. Sinar Daily.

Alam, A., Fuadati, A. R., Fathma, A., Nordin, N., & Ullah, I. (2025). Halal Awareness in
Contemporary Muslim Societies: A Systematic Review of Scopus-Indexed Studies.
Journal of Fatwa  Management and  Research, 30(3), 215-238.
https://doi.org/10.33102/jfatwa.vol30no3.707

270




Journal of Fatwa Management and Research | Jurnal Pengurusan dan Penyelidikan Fatwa | &goedls (s gl 8y13) Al
September 2026 [Vol. 31 No.3 | ISSN: 2232-1047 | eISSN: 0127-8886

Anuar, N. A. A., Tukiran, N. A., & Jamaludin, M. A. (2023). Gelatin in Halal Pharmaceutical
Products. = Malaysian  Journal of Syariah and Law, 11(1), 64-78.
https://doi.org/10.33102/mjsl.vol11no1.344

Baharuddin, A. S., Amin, N. S. M., Ruskam, A., & Yacob, A. R. (2022). Forensic Determination
of Ethanol in Import and Local Prepared Vinegar for Halal in Accordance with Shafi’i
School of Jurisprudence. Food Research, 6(3), 1-9.
https://doi.org/10.26656/FR.2017.6(S3).010

Cai, T., Verze, P., & Bjerklund Johansen, T. E. (2021). The Quality of Life Definition: Where
Are We Going? Uro, 1(1), 14-22. https://doi.org/10.3390/uro1010003

Chapra, M. U. (2008). The Islamic Vision of Development in the Light of Maqasid Al-SharT
ah. In Islamic Research and Training Institute.
https://doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.1.4188.5047

Corporation, H. D. (2020). Ringkasan Eksekutif Pelan Induk Industri Halal 2030.

Cucu, S. (2020). Role of The Halal Industry in Recovering the National Economy in Covid-19
Pandemic. International Journal of Nusantara Islam, 8(2), 202-214.
https://doi.org/10.15575/ijni.v8i2.10807

DinarStandard. (2023). State of the Global Islamic Economy Report 2023/24. DinarStandard
& Dubai Islamic Economy Development Centre.

Gunardi, S., Awang, M. S., Mahyeddin, M. S., Ab Halim, M. A., & Abdul Rab, M. A. (2022).
Legal Control of Halal Food in Malaysia. Journal of Fatwa Management and Research,
27(3), 106—-125.

Guthrie, S. E. (1996). Religion : What Is It ? Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, 35(4),
412-419.

Hassan, M. K., Rabbani, M. R., & Chebab, D. (2021). Integrating Islamic Finance and Halal
Industry: Current Landscape and Future Forward. International Journal of Islamic
Marketing and Branding, 6(1), 60—78. https://doi.org/10.1504/ijimb.2021.10040922

Jaafar, H. S., Aziz, M. L. A., Ahmad, M. R., & Faisol, N. (2021). Creating Innovation in
Achieving Sustainability: Halal-Friendly Sustainable Port. Sustainability (Switzerland),
13(23). https://doi.org/10.3390/su132313339

Jabatan Kemajuan Islam Malaysia. (2020). Manual prosedur pensijilan halal Malaysia
(Domestik) 2020. Sekretariat Majlis Halal Malaysia, JAKIM.

Jabatan Kemajuan Islam Malaysia. (2020). Sistem pengurusan halal Malaysia 2020 (MHMS
2020). Sekretariat Majlis Halal Malaysia, JAKIM.

Jamil, H., Wahab, A. Y. A., Razak, A. R. A., & Al-Saari, N. (2020). Exploring the
Internationalization Strategy of Higher Education Institutions and Halal Food Ecosystem
in Malaysia. Food Research, 4, 145—-150. https://doi.org/10.26656/1.2017.4(S1).S23

Jusoh, W. N. H. W., & Anuar, A. N. (2024). Acceptance of Gig Economy as a Source of Halal
Income Among Muslim Graduates. Global Journal Al-Thaqafah, JULY (Special Issue),
1-20. https://doi.org/10.7187/GJATSI072024-1

Khamnurak, H., Taeali, A., & Rahman, M. M. (2025). Integrating Halal Management Systems
and Control Points in Poultry Processing: A Transnational Compliance Case from
Thailand to Malaysia. Journal of World’s Poultry Research, 15(3), 379-388.
https://doi.org/10.36380/jwpr.2025.36

Koskela, S., Mattila, T., Antikainen, R., & Maéenpéi, 1. (2013). Identifying Key Sectors and
Measures for a Transition Towards A Low Resource Economy. Resources, 2(3), 151—
166. https://doi.org/10.3390/resources2030151

Malik, M. (2015). Al-Magqasid al-Shari’ah (the Comprehensive Objectives of Shari’ah. Penang
Institute-G25 Forum “Magasid Syariah in a Constitutional Democracy”, 1.

McCutcheon, R. T. (2018). Studying Religion: An Introduction. In Studying Religion (Issue
January 2007). https://doi.org/10.4324/9781351112079

271



https://doi.org/10.7187/GJATSI072024-1

Malaysia’s Halal Industry: A Systematic Review of Scopus-Indexed Studies

Mohamed Bashir, A. (2020). Awareness of Purchasing Halal Food Among Non-Muslim
Consumers: An Explorative Study With Reference to Cape Town of South Africa. Journal
of Islamic Marketing, 11(6), 1295-1311. https://doi.org/10.1108/JIMA-04-2018-0077

Muhammad, M. A., Elistina, A. B., & Ahmad, S. (2020). The Challenges Faced by Halal
Certification Authorities in Managing the Halal Certification Process in Malaysia. Food
Research, 4, 170—-178. https://doi.org/10.26656/1.2017.4(S1).S17

Mustaffa, K. A. (2019). Developing Halalan Tayyiban Concept in Malaysia’s Food Industry.
Halal Journal, 3, 97-108.

Naimat, N., Ahmad Mustafa, M. S., Hilmy Nasrijal, N. M., & Mahat, I. R. (2024). The
Application of Tort Law in Addressing Issues in Halal Pharmaceutical Products:
Safeguarding Consumer Rights. Malaysian Journal of Syariah and Law, 12(1), 23-30.
https://doi.org/10.33102/mjsl.vol12n01.502

Nasri, N. S. J., Ahmad, A. N., Hashim, Y. Z. H. Y., & Cader, 1. A. (2025). The Role and
Responsibilities of Halal Executives in Food Manufacturing in Malaysia: A Qualitative
Study. Journal of Fatwa Management and Research, 30(2), 55-79.
https://doi.org/10.33102/jfatwa.vol30no2.670

Nordin, N., Zaid, A. Z. M., Astutik, A. P., Rashid, N. K. A., Zahari, Z., Ifwat, M. S., Astutik,
A. P, & Embong, R. (2024). Integrating Tayyib Principles in Halal Health Products and
Services: A Holistic Consumerism Approach. Global Journal Al-Thaqafah,
December(20), 228—-239. https://doi.org/10.7187/GJATSI122024-15

Nye, M. (2004). Religion - The Basics (2nd ed.). Routledge.

Omar, N., Abdul Aziz, S., Mahaiyadin, M. H., Zainuzzaman, A. K., & Muda, Z. (2024). The
Influence of Islamic Consumerism Principles and the Maqasid Daruriyyah Framework
on Halal Product Innovation in Malaysia. Global Journal Al-Thaqafah,
DECEMBER20(SPECIALISSUE), 304-325. https://doi.org/10.7187/GJATSI1122024-
20

Page, M. J., McKenzie, J. E., Bossuyt, P. M., Boutron, 1., Hoffmann, T. C., Mulrow, C. D., ...
& Moher, D. (2022). The PRISMA 2020 statement: an updated guideline for reporting
systematic reviews. Revista panamericana de salud publica, 46, e112.

Paul, J., & Barari, M. (2022). Meta-analysis and traditional systematic literature reviews—
What, why, when, where, and how? Psychology and Marketing, 39(6), 1099—-1115.
https://doi.org/10.1002/mar.21657

Pauzi, N., Jamaludin, M. H., Syed Jaafar, S. M. J., & Zakaria, Z. (2024). Fostering Halal
Awareness in The National Pre-School Standard Curriculum in Malaysia: A Preliminary
Study. Asia Pacific Journal of Educators and Education, 39(2), 39-59.
https://doi.org/10.21315/apjee2024.39.2.3

Ramli, M. H., Rosman, A. S., & Jamaludin, M. A. (2024). Application of FMEA Method in
Halal Risk Determination on Halal Poultry Slaughtering Operations. Journal of Fatwa
Management and Research, 29(3), 1-30. https://doi.org/10.33102/jfatwa.vol29n03.587

Ramli, S. N. H., Jamaludin, M. A., Abdullah Sani, M. S., & Nordin, N. F. H. (2022). Spent
Brewer Yeast Status in Halal Food Industry: An Analysis from Shariah And Science
Perspectives. Food Research, 6(6), 316—322. https://doi.org/10.26656/{1.2017.6(6).794

Reza Adnan, M. R. A., Mohd Fadzil, S. D. N., Baharuddin, A. S., & Wan Harun, M. A. (2021).
Cultured Meat as Halalan Toyyiban Food: A Maqasid Review in The Preservation of Life
(Hifz An-Nafs). Food Research, 5(9), 174-178.
https://doi.org/10.26656/FR.2017.5(5).161

Rosele, M. 1., Md Ariffin, M. F., Ali, A. K., Harun, M. S., & Abdillah, H. (2025). Halal Issue
in Blood Plasma-Based Food Products. Food Research, 9(2), 323-332.
https://doi.org/10.26656/1.2017.9(2).017

272




Journal of Fatwa Management and Research | Jurnal Pengurusan dan Penyelidikan Fatwa | &goedls (s gl 8y13) Al
September 2026 [Vol. 31 No.3 | ISSN: 2232-1047 | eISSN: 0127-8886

Roslin, U. H., Ghazali, M. 1. M., Razali, M. F. A., & Baharuddin, A. S. (2022). Three-
Dimensional (3D) Printed Food Products From Halal Forensic Perspective: A
Preliminary Review. Malaysian Journal of Syariah and Law, 10(1), 54-62.
https://doi.org/10.33102/mjsl.vol10no1.382

Sahari, N. H., Abdul Aziz, N., Harun, N. H., Mazlan, F. A., & Ab. Latiff, J. (2022). Conceptual
Framework Of A Unified Legal Control Of Halal Meat Import For A Sustainable Halal
Industry In Malaysia. Journal of Fatwa Management and Research, 27(2-SE), 80-94.
https://doi.org/10.33102/jfatwa.vol27no2-se.485

Salahuddin, N., Salahuddin, N. R., & Khamarudin, M. (2021). The Importance of Industry
Value Chain for Development of Malaysian Halal Industry. Modeling Economic Growth
in Contemporary Malaysia, June, 117-125. https://doi.org/10.1108/978-1-80043-806-
420211010

Schielke, S. (2010). Second Thoughts About the Anthropology of Islam or How to Make Sense
of Grand Schemes in Everyday Life. ZMO Working Papers, 2, 1-16.
https://doi.org/10.22394/2073-7203-2023-41-3-4-304-342

Schilbrack, K. (2013). What Isn’t Religion? The Journal of Religion, 93(3), 291-318.

Shoid, N. Z. M., Zakaria, Z., & Nor, A. M. (2022). An Overview of Budu Production in
Kelantan From Halal and Policy Aspects. Malaysian Journal of Syariah and Law, 10(1),
83—89. https://doi.org/10.33102/mjsl.vol10no1.386

Tiliouine, H., & Estes, R. J. (2015). Demographic Challenges of the Rapidly Growing Societies
of the Arab World. In The State of Social Progress of Islamic Societies.
http://www.springer.com/series/8365

Zainuddin, M., Sabri, M. D., Azemi, A., & Abdullah, A. (2023). Client Charter in Halal
Certification Management in JAKIM According to Islamic Perspective. International
Islamic Economic System Conference, 10(1), 662—680.

Zakaria, M. H., Sulaiman, A. N., Ab Razak, R. R., & Mohammad Yusoff, M. H. (2022). Halal
Ecosystem Research and Development in Improving the Competitiveness of the
Malaysian Halal Industry. Malaysian Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities
(MJSSH), 7(10), 1-8. https://doi.org/10.47405/mjssh.v7110.1826

Zulfakar, M. H., Chan, C., Jie, F., & Kaliani Sundram, V. P. (2019). Halal Accreditation and
Certification in a Non-Muslim Country Setting: Insights from Australia Halal Meat
Supply Chain. International Journal of Supply Chain Management, 8(1), 10—-17.

273




	INTRODUCTION
	Influence of Religion on Halal
	Halal Industry in Malaysia

	METHODOLOGY
	FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
	Publications by Year, Journal, and Academic Affiliation
	Research Themes and Citation

	CONCLUSION
	The demand for Halal products and services in Malaysia continues to increase, reflecting increasing global awareness of Halal standards. For Muslim consumers, Halal compliance is a religious obligation. In contrast, non-Muslim consumers often associat...
	These findings provide a consolidated reference point for scholars, practitioners, and policymakers. Future studies may explore in detail the opportunities and challenges in Malaysia’s Halal food and beverage industry, as it is the most popular indust...
	DECLARATION
	REFERENCES

